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Designing Public Spaces that Contribute to Local Revitalization
and the Development of an Urban Landscape

Tsuneaki NAKANO"

The twenty-first century, it is said, will be an era of the environment. As local areas
try to revitalize and reinvent themselves, they need to find ways to break free of
convention in recreating city streets and other transportation space as more comfort-
able, human-scale environments. In this paper, the author draws on the decline of
regional city centers around the country, examples of urban renewal in Europe and
elsewhere and his own experience in urban design to address the role played by urban
environmental design and particularly the importance of public space such as streets
and plazas. In addition, the author comments on how developing cities as attractive
places is a matter of moving from building urban landscapes to using them —to enjoy-
ing citizen-focused management as well as the design of space in a mature urban

culture.
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