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Use of Transport Space for Physical Distribution Measures

Tatsuo KONO”0O O O Yukihiro TSUKADA""

Urban physical distribution in Japan faces many problems including traffic conges-
tion, environmental problems, traffic accidents, and energy consumption. A particularly
common cause of worsening urban transport problems is the increase of truck traffic
in cities that is necessary for high frequency low volume trips that provide more
advanced physical distribution services such as just-in-time delivery and shorter lead
times. Truck transport itself is in a vicious circle: increasingly difficult physical distri-
bution as truckers are forced to operate inefficiently because of traffic congestion and
a shortage of unloading space. For reasons such as these, this report focuses on
physical distribution as a way to resolve urban transport problems to describe the
present state of and challenges facing physical distribution measures using existing

facilities and existing space.
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