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Revitalizing Cities through Traffic Space Utilization

Yoshinori MORINO"

Among urban renewal efforts in Japan, attempts to revitalize cities through the

utilization of traffic spaces have been gaining momentum. Although there have been

street performers and other street events in the past, with recent government deregu-

lation the Ministry of Land, Transportation and Infrastructure has opened transit malls

and open-air cafes around the country on an experimental basis. As a result, traffic

space guidelines have been drawn up, mechanisms for profitability have been devel-

oped and rules governing the use of traffic space have begun to take root.
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