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Public Transportation Systems Supporting Compact City[]
A Case Study of Portland Metropolitan Area in the United States

Michiyasu ODANI®

The Portland metropolitan area in the United States, led by the Metro regional
government, has developed transportation policies centering on public transportation
systems as part of its efforts to manage urban growth for compact city planning. This
paper first introduces the distinguishing characteristics of the Portland metropolitan
area's public transportation systems and the compact city planning they support. It then
continues, through a comparison with Japan, to address the problems facing Japanese
public transportation systems from the perspective of coordination between land-use
policies and transportation policies, accessibility to and seamlessness of public transpor-
tation systems, and institutions and mechanisms for preparing and maintaining public

transportation systems.
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