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The Importance of Surface Public Transportation[]
Public Transportation and the Revitalization of City Centers

Kazuhiro ISHIGURQO"

Local governments have begun to look at surface rail as a way to revitalize city
centers. Cities such as Hiroshima and Kochi have extended surface rail lines, making
them closer to terminal railway stations. New lines are being considered in places such
as Kyoto as well as Sakai City in Osaka Prefecture. A new type of surface rail called
Light Rail Transit (LRT), with low floors and low noise, plays a leading role. Should
surface rail reappear in intersections it should help to stem the decline of city centers.
However, its effectiveness in promoting revitalization will be limited unless local
residents adopt it as their rail line of choice.
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