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Air Quality Management in Megacities
0 The Los Angeles and U.S. Experience

James M. Lents"

Public exposure to air pollution, particularly ozone, has been reduced by 80% in the
Los Angeles metropolitan area over the past 23 years. This progress has been rightly
recognized as one of the major accomplishments in air quality management in the
United States. Yet no single U.S. Clean Air Act deadline has been met to date in Los
Angeles while achieving this progress. The U.S. EPA recently extended the 2010
deadline for air quality attainment in Los Angeles, in essence declaring failure to meet
deadlines again 6 years in advance. Since the beginning of the 21st Century, the 23
years of air quality progress that began in 1977 appears to have reversed. The
numbers of ozone standard violations have increased for three years in a row. This
paper examines the steps taken to achieve 23 years of significant progress, discusses
the reasons why deadlines were not met, and suggests reasons for the possible lack of
progress since 2000. The key factor in achieving an 80% reduction in public exposure
to air pollution in the Los Angeles metropolitan area is the use of a systematic air quality
management approach, which is described.
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