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Air Quality Issues to Date and Future Prospects

Hirofumi OHNISHI*

High concentrations of industries and population in large cities have resulted in large
volumes of air pollutant emissions from factories and cars posing a serious air pollution
hazard. Various environmental technologies have been developed in response and the
problem relating to sulfur dioxide and carbon monoxide emissions has now been solved.
‘While nitrogen dioxide and suspended particulate matters continue to pose a threat to
the atmosphere, there are bright prospects for major improvements. Meanwhile, though
it is possible to delay global warming through the development of energy-saving
technologies, major improvements will necessitate a change in our lifestyles and eco-

nomic activities so as to reduce carbon dioxide emissions.
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