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Ensuring the Safety of Marine Transport

0 Japan Coast Guard Search & Rescue Measures

Nagatoshi NARUSE"

Recently the total number of vessels involved in accidents has risen to around 2,600.
Although the number of missing or dead as a result of these accidents is easing, up to
150 people lose their lives every year. Preventing these accidents is the most important
part of ensuring the safety of marine transport but the Japan Coast Guard's job is to
keep the number of dead and missing to as close to zero as possible in the event that
an accident does occur. In the difficult environment of the sea, saving even one victim
is a battle with time and depends on how quick the alarm is raised, how quick rescue
efforts begin at the site, and how quick the victims can be rescued. This paper describes
the search and rescue measures of the Japan Coast Guard based on these three stages.
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