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Problems Experienced by Hearing Impaired Pedestrians
and Assistance in Overcoming those Problems

Michio INABA®

It is difficult to ignore the impression that barrier free facilities for the hearing
impaired are lagging behind those provided for individuals with other disabilities.
Assistance in overcoming the problems experienced while walking in particular is a
theme that has been given almost no thought to date, even by those who are confronted
with impaired hearing. This paper attempts to point out the characteristic needs of the
hearing impaired and the problems they encounter in everyday life as they struggle to
live with a disability that is not immediately obvious. It then cites several case examples
of problems encountered while walking and characteristic behavioral patterns, and
offers observations concerning assistance that could be provided from both hard and

soft perspectives.
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