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Support for Visually Impaired Pedestrians Using Guide Dogs

Hiroshi KANSAKU®

Recent legislation has allowed the use of guide dogs by visually impaired pedestrians

in a wide range of places. Despite this fact however, the system for training and

supplying guide dogs is still inadequate and at the moment, can only meet the needs

of a few people at the time. Compared to the leading countries of this field such as

Germany, the UK and the US where guide dogs have a long history, Japan's shortage

is quite obvious—only 895 dogs are currently in service. This paper looks at the

processes involved in the training of guide dogs, the various obstacles faced by their

owners during outings and the activities of the International Federation of Guide Dog

Schools for the Blind.
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