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Greening the Transport in Europel
External Costs of Transport and Strategies for Internalization

Werner ROTHENGATTER®

This paper summarizes the results of two large studies on external costs of transport
in 17 countries of Europe, lauhed by the UIC and published in 1995 and 2000. The 2000
study includes a wide list of externalities, such as accidents, noise, air pollution, climate
change, nature and landscape, separation in urban areas, costs from up- and down-
stream processes and congestion. Using all recent knowledge on impacts on human
health, nature and material it results in a comparatively high figure of the total cost of
externalities, i.e. 7.8 % of total GDP. The forecasting exercise shows that the problems
of external costs of transport will not vanish in the future by modestly changing the
present transport technologies. To achieve ambitious sustainability goals such as the
IPCC CO. reduction target it is necessary to stimulate drastic changes of transport
technology towards environmental friendliness and to influence attitudes and travel
behaviour accordingly.
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