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Training and Activities of Emergency Life-Saving Technicians
(Japanese Paramedics)

Yutaka AMINO”

[J Seven yeas have past since the Emergency Life-Saving Technician (ELST:Japanese
Paramedic) to be licensed by the Minister of Health and Welfare was institutionalized
in the systems of the fire departments of municipalities. Nine training schools to grade
Emergency Medical Technicians up to ELSTs are making an addition of approxi-
mately 1,400 ELSTSs on the staffs of the fire departments every year. But, it will take
still more than ten years to reach the minimum goal of* one ELST in every Emergency
Medical Squad”. Furthermore, another problem is that the policy of introduction of the
ELST has not achieved a brilliant success yet. It is expected that more emphasis will
be placed on the improvement of traing rather than the enlargement in number.
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