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Road Traffic Legislation in Relation to Safety
and Accident Prevention

Takao YAMADA*®

With automobile accidents accounting for nearly ninety-five percent of all traffic
accidents, road safety and the prevention of accidents is a pressing issue. Regulations
to prevent accidents are often criticized as being unworkable, but when we consider the
problems of regulations, this may not always be the case. In addition to the driver, the
automobile and the safety of the road, civil liability is highlighted as an issue on the
agenda for formulating effective accident prevention regulations. Once restrictions on
existing cars and penalties for dangerous offenders have been dealt with, we need to
formulate more effective regulations based on analyses of accident causes.
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