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City Life in the Face of Disasters

—A Practical Approach Creating Convenient, Safe Urban Environments —
Yoh TSUIKI

The Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake has become one of the key themes to-
day in town planning for disaster prevention, introducing significant issues to
traditional thinking and methodology. In numerous subsequent studies and re-
search, it has been suggested that regional disaster access roads are an impor-
tant element. Such roads not only enhance a region’s capacity to function during
a disaster, they smoothly distribute traffic which concentrates in residential
zones along arterial and auxiliary arterial roads. They could also be identified
as vital arterial roads fostering the formation of bustling, closely-knit neighbor-
hoods along each side of the road. The development of these roads in future re-
gional-level town planning as key elements in the community infrastructure is
desirable.
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