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Town Characteristics and Traffic

Koichi AMANO

This report gives an overview of Japan’s transport history in relation to the
squares in front of railways stations which constitute a face of the town, and
studies the relationship between traffic management and the presentation of the
town in a bid to achieve a deeper understanding of the relationship between town
characteristics and traffic. It also uses Ginza Road as an example to illustrate
the process of change in relation to the formation of an image expressing the
characteristics of the town and the underlying factors. The result shows that
traffic-related development also contributes substantially to the development of
a face of the town and its characteristics, that urban planning in the broad sense
of the word is essential to the creation of a face and character of the town, and
that image formation takes place over a considerable length of time.
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