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A Historical Chronology of the Concept of Risk
and its Contemporary Meaning

Emiko KANOSHIMA”

Contemporary society with the benefits of a sophisticated science and technol-
ogy civilization must have corresponding counter-risk strategies. Early warning
counter-risk measures to avoid tragedies need to incorporate studies of risk per-
ception from the nebulous stages and such information must be disclosed quick-
ly for effective research and practical application. However, in real terms, if the
fundamentals of society do not sufficiently perceive the meaning of risk informa-
tion, the result can be chaos. This paper deals with the unique features of the
concept of risk in contemporary society, assigns concepts of “danger”,“risk”
and“safety”to the contemporary meanings of risk information, and accident in-
formation, and provides a historical chronology of risk management.
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