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“Machizukuri” — A Form of Public Participatory Action
for Town Construction

Hideki ASHIDA™

Business operators and residents of Toyonaka are involved in a local environ-
ment improvement drive in front of the station belonging to a private railway
line and have initiated a study into a common delivery service in conjunction
with local government, researchers and transport operators to try and resolve
traffic congestion and community division. This town planning activity has
come under the notice of the Ministry of Transport. Because the Ministry wishes
to use the drive as a model for its inquiry into suitable guidelines for smoother
commodity distribution, the drive has won the technological assistance of road
planning experts. Work continues to make available planning details and dis-
tribute that information to all those involved. This paper reports on the course of

that participation in planning in the region.
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