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Urban Transportation System Planning in a Local City
Hirotaka KOIKE

Intolerable traffic congestion in many regional cities due to a sharp increase
in the volume of automobile traffic, consequent decline of public transport ser-
vices is having a “hollowing out” effect on city centers. A 34-kilometer ring
road, the first of its kind in Japan, has been built in the city of Utsunomiya to
alleviate this problem. This paper discusses the historical background of this
ring road, its effects and problems. It also introduces a master plan for urban
transportation based on city planning and muses on the problems associated

with its implementation.
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