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Urban Planning and the Concept of Wide Road Projects
in Modern China
—Case Studies from Nanking and Taipei —

Shigemitsu TANAKA®  Yuji MIURA™

In the Modern Era, the outbreak of global scale conflict contributed greatly to
urban planning throughout the world. This also holds true for Nanking and
Taipei which are the subjects of this report. In Nanking, the metropolitan plan-
ning project was formulated by the China Nationalist Government in 1930. In
Taipei, the Great Taipei Urban Planning Project of 1932 was formulated by
Japan as was the Second Revised Urban Planning Project bequeathed to the
China National Government after the war. The concept of parkland urban plan-
ning was introduced in both cities and, as a result, both have wide roads. One of
the factors behind this was the concept of air defense planning for national de-
fense or in case of national emergency. Viewed under contemporary circum-
stances, needless to say this concept improves the urban environment, safe-
guards civilian life and is a very important form of protection against urban

disaster.
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