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Comparative Study on Large Scale Urban Infrastructure

Success of 100-meter Wide Road in Nagoya
and Failure of Basic Road Proposal for Disaster Prevention in Kobe

Yasuo NISHIYAMA”

This paper first classifies the double lane and 100-meter wide roads in several
cities, and analyzes the conceptual process involving the two 100-meter wide
roads built under Nagoya’s war reconstruction program and the process of sur-
veying districts earmarked for reconstruction including large urban infrastruc-
ture under the Kobe reconstruction program. It then searches for social reasons
behind the success and failure of large urban infrastructure projects as well as
new image of built-up area in Kobe for reconstruction. It draws an analogy be-
tween the reconstruction of Kobe’s key districts and the gradual self-recovery
concepts behind the successful war reconstruction program of Tokyo, and points
out that Nagoya’s surgical operation resembled Paris’ Champs Elysees in that
it was the will of the nation.
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