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Trial Calculation of Overall Social Costs of Traffic
in Sendai City
—Metropolitan Traffic Accounts —

Masaki KATO  Katsutoshi OHTA

Although some people have indicated that vehicular traffic does not adequate-
ly shoulder the costs incurred by society as a whole, to prove this we need to un-
derstand the entire relationship between benefit and cost burden associated with
metropolitan traffic. Consequently, this study puts forward the concept of a set
of “accounts” for metropolitan traffic and calculates the overall costs to society
for each form of transport, which together make up the core of those “ac-
counts”, including indirect costs such as air pollution and noise. The subject of

the study was Sendai city, Miyagi Prefecture.
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