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Barrier-Free in Planning and Design
of Urban Streets and Urban Areas

Hisashi KUBOTA"

The “barrier-free” of public spaces for everybody including elderly and dis-
abled people to be able to enjoy safe and livable life has become one of the focus-
es in planning and design of urban streets and urban areas. In this paper, the
author examined some conditions to realize the barrier-free mainly in the field
of street design and traffic management. The reasons why barriers are prevail-
ing in our public spaces were first summarized as the lack of barrier-free con-
cept in planning and design, the lack of consideration in detail design and con-
struction, the unbalance between space and use, and the inappropriate use and
maintenance, followed by the argument on the realizing barrier-free in design-
ing streets and traffic calming.
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