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The City for Children
— Approaches to Increasing Free Space for Children to Play —

Mitsuru SENDA "

Children’s play environment has deteriorated drastically since the Postwar
Major Economic Growth. Play space was reduced to the one tenth to one twenti-
eth in twenty years since 1955. Deterioration continued persistently in the next
twenty years. This paper reviews these changes, identifies major factors affect-
ing them, and proposes conditions of the city for children that is more livable
and free to play, relating grown-ups, nature, automobiles, and communities.
Approaches to reconstruction of streets for play will be discussed in some depth.
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