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Function of Roadside Trees and
the Great Hanshin Earthquake

Yukihiro MORIMOTO
Akihiro NAKAMURA ™™ Haruo SATO™™"

Considerable damages occurred in the Great Hanshin Earthquake in 1995.
However, not only did the trees, and particularly the roadside trees, sustain
very little primary damage, fact-finding surveys prove that they acted as a
buffer during the immediate environment changes by supporting collapsing
houses and containing the spread of fires. Large fires occurred in areas where
few trees existed. More roadside trees for narrower streets and a monitoring

and control system for raising healthy trees are needed.
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