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Changing Ideas on Selecting Species for
Street Planting in Tokyo

Kazuhiko TAKEUCHI

Yasutaka YON ESE* )

Roadside tree planting, which began in Tokyo in the Meiji period, inherited

the cherry blossom tree planting from the Edo period but, before long, the
hardy willow became widely adopted. Ever since the “Replanning of Tokyo”,
the selection of tree species has been more discerning, resulting in a “Roadside

Tree Planting Improvement Program” consisting mainly of deciduous trees.
During “Imperial Capital Restoration Project” after the Great Kanto Earth-
quake, this program greatly influenced the pattern in which trees were dis-
tributed. This can be seen in the use of Ginkgo trees as firebreaks along the
sides of the roads. Increasing air pollution has also prompted the use of ever-
green trees and flowering trees have also begun to be used as a result of recent
emphasis on the quality of living environment. The selection of a species for
roadside planting can be described as a reflection of the urban environmental

concept of that particular age.
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