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The Origin and Development of a Row of Trees
before Modern Times in JAPAN

Tsuyoshi HIRASAWA"

The origin of a row of trees in Japan is in ancient times. The political power
in that time planted fruit trees for making the shade of trees under which travel-
ers could take a rest and to offer them food. After that, the system of a row of
trees once had declined under the disorder in Middle Ages, but before modern
times, it was revived and spread to all over the country. The shogunate planted
pine trees, Japanese cedars, hackberries and so on in their policy of arranging
highways. Then “Namiki”, that is a row of trees, had become characteristic
landscape and developed as culture. In the day of Yoshimune Tokugawa shogu-
nate, the political power arranged the “Namiki” of Japanese cherry trees as
public gardens on the banks of Sumida River and Tamagawa water supply.
This two “Namiki”s led the public recreation in Japan. Such as to say, “Nami-
ki” had developed with the times in Japan. This paper is to consider the signifi-
cance of Japanese “Namiki” through history of culture and system of it before
modern times.
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