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Disasters and Traffic Regulations

Akinori EBARA”

After the traffic congestion and confusion which followed immediately after
the Great Hanshin/Awaji Earthquake, maintaining free-flowing traffic during
times of disaster has become a major issue.Thus,the legal issues are being scru-
tinized from the point of view of existing systems as well as the amendment of
basic laws as a countermeasure against earthquake disasters.Studies need to be
conducted into adjustments to the legal system and law enforcement during pe-
riods of emergency in order to maintain free-flowing traffic during times of dis-
aster.This will require us to look at,not only guaranteeing effectiveness through
standard penal regulations,but also measures to avoid loss when rapidly en-
forced measures are introduced and to provide compensation and redress in
such situations.
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