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The Highway Disasters Caused by Earthquakes and
the Responsibility of the Road Administration

Junko OBATA

Damage was sustained during the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake due to
collapsing highways. Since the disaster had no precedence in Japanese histo-
ry,there were no immediate accurate standards for assessing the legal responsi-
bilities of the road administration. This paper, citing Article II of the State Re-
dress Law relating to past road destruction and natural disasters, hopes to re-
veal a framework for studying the liability of road administrators for road dis-
asters caused by earthquake based on flaws in road creation and management.
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