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Comparison of Driver Behavior at Intersections
between Seat Belt Users and Nonusers

Shinya YOSHIDA'

Two models were hypothesized. One was called the general attitude mod-
el,which predicts that as seat belt usage reflected the general attitude toward
safety, belt users were more careful of cyclists than nonusers. The other model
was called the independent dimension model or the situation-related schema
model,which supposed that belt usage was independent of looking carefully be-
cause those schemas were triggered in different situations. Those models were
tested by inspection of the videotaped drivers’ behavior at an intersection. Signif-
icant differences between seat belt users and nonusers were not found in almost
all conditions of looking behavior and so on. In conclusion this observational re-
search supported the situation-related schema model and its implications were
discussed.
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