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The Urban Environment and the Elderly
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Ryuichi IWNAMASA

Although studies have been conducted into elderly citizens in the urban environ-
ment because of the recently accelerating population aging,there are still no clear
guidelines. This paper addresses this issue in four chapters prepared by four
individuals. Through the respective arguments of the a.uthors,the paper attempts
to present issues which must be resolved to provide an urban enviroment and
ways to resolve them. Chapter 1 stresses the necessity of dealing with the problem
through normalization which would mean not only considering an urban environ-
ment for the elderly alone but also to incorporate the handicapped,the infirm
and the healthy as well. Chapter 2 deals with problems associated with urban
facilities as a result of urban behavior. Chapter 3 discusses public products to
support urban environment activities. Chapter 4 discusses man-machine interface
problems which result from developments in electronics technology.This includes
vending machines and ticket vending machines,etc.
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