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Reform of the Motor Vehicle Inspection System and
Related Problems

Akira TAKEKAWA'

The Road Transport Motor Vehicles Act Amendment Bill, which drastically
reviews the vehicle inspection and periodic inspection system, has been present-
ed in the Diet. Motoring has come of age and motor vehicles have improved in
performance. Reflecting this, the Bill is experimenting with radical reforms in-
cluding the major simplification of periodic inspections and the authorization of
pre-inspection, that is, user inspection. Launching this across-the-board, user
self-regulation is an experiment which breaks new ground. However, the transi-
tion to self-regulation as seen in Europe and the U.S.is time-consuming and far
from simple. There is a possible danger of a tendency to attempt to merely pass
the vehicle inspection as opposed to maintaining vehicle road-worthiness. There
is no way of knowing how far the principle of self-regulation will permeate into
the strata of society. Nevertheless, it is a major key in attaining a motor vehicle
inspection system congruous with a fully-matured motoring society.
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