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Early Safety Research Activities in Japan

Minoru KOBAYASHI'

Only 30 years ago, Japan became vehicle-oriented society and the mobility and
convenience delivered from automobile usage were appreciated. However, nega-
tive consequences as accidents and traffic congestion were widely spread at the
same time. In 1970, the highest death toll was marked as 16,765 and government
took all possible measures to reduce accident fatalities. Promotion of safety re-
search activities were also indispensable issue. This paper deals with an overview
on research activities from socio-psychological aspects at the developing stage of

motorization in Japan.
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