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The History of Roads from the Viewpoint of Safety
Ken-ichi TAKEBE.

To deal with the ever increasing number of accidents, efforts have been made
to analyze the structure and function of road systems. It was toward the end of
the Edo era when the structure to separate pedestrian traffic from vehicular
traffic came in place on the roads of Japan. The construction of expressways
and the installation of expanded and improved traffic safety facilities on regular
roads have been two main approaches to handle the rapid increase in the
number of cars after the second world war. In recent years, the emphasis has
shifted from the segregation of pedestrian and vehicular traffic to the creation
of roads on which pedestrians and vehicles can coexist. Another goal that must
be achieved in road safety, apart from the prevention of traffic accidents, is pre-
vention of secondary hazards caused by natural phenomena. These aspects are
historically viewed.
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