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Leisure Activities and Railway Travel

Juichi HARA™

Leisure, which is the hours that can be disposed of freely by individual persons,
of the Japanese will definitely increase during weekends (two holidays per week),
during the year (yearly paid-holiday and vacation systems) and during free time
throughout one’s own life due to advanced age, apart from daily leisure. How this
time should be spent is an important private and social theme. Sightseeing travel
utilizing railways is also steadily regaining popularity through management
efforts in both hard and soft aspects of those concerned, such as railway companies
and local regions, which the utilization of private cars is prominent in usage.
Global environment problems cannot be neglected either. Japan is placed in a
position to propose a proper model to the world in the 21st Century, as more than
one hundred million people equally seek “high quality” life in a national land
area which measures 370,000 square kilometers. Such a viewpoint is also needed
in the approach to traffic transportation and railways.
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