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Expressways and Leisure Traffic

Tetsuto SUENAGA”

The utilization of expressways for sight-seeing, entertainment and other purposes
is increasing in Japan, reflecting increases in leisure time as the five-working-
day-per-week system takes root. This paper surveys of the improvement and
expansion effects of expressways through specific examples such as increases in
the utilization of leisure-related facilities along expressways and new locations
for expressways. The paper also discusses such problems as congestion of expressways
and related facilities caused by the concentration of leisure traffic during specific
periods of time, such as on weekends and during holiday seasons.The measures
taken by Japan Highway Public Corporation to tackle these problems are also
introduced.
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