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Passenger Car Driving Simulator for Driver Education
Fumihiko HIIZUMI*

With the technological advances being achieved in image generating equipment —
the principal component of the passenger car driving simulator —problem areas of the
simulator are gradually being overcome and new uses being discovered. Branching out
from law enforcement organizations, use of the simulator has spread to a broad range
of organizations. However, though these groups are quite diverse, they share a
common goal: to employ the simulator to construct an objective driver safety educa-
tion program based on an understanding of the principal characteristics of driving and
potentially hazardous situations encountered therein. Moreover, from the practical
standpoint, many users have requested a simulator be constructed that permits use by
numerous students within a short time period.

With the progress in simulator technology expected in the coming years, I believe
we must conceive of the simulator not in terms of being merely a substitute for
familiarizing oneself with the car or for learning correct driver posture, but as the
basis for the establishment of a driver education theory through the use of the
simulator as an independent education system.
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