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Advanced Mobile Traffic Information
and Communication System (AMTICS)

Hiroyuki OKAMOTO*

AMTICS is an integrated traffic information and navigation system. The system is
displayed on a screen in each vehicle providing traffic information such as congestion,
regulations, road work, and parking at the actual time of travelling, and also the
vehicle’s present position and its route. A pilot test for passenger cars was carried out
in Tokyo in April, 1988 for three months, and both the hardware and software
technology were successfully demonstrated. At International Greenery Expo in Osaka
from April to September 1990, taxis, shuttle buses, and trucks, as well as passenger
cars, were equipped with AMTICS to demonstrate its practicability. Also at the
exhibition site, fixed terminals were available to the public as a traffic information
guide. Through this pilot test we have conducted various evaluations of AMTICS
devices, the feasibility of the system, and travel time savings by using AMTICS. The
results show us quite a high appreciation and acceptance of this system not only by
the traffic experts, but also the public. The problems related to the practical use of
this system should be resolved in the near future. Further advancement of a traffic
information network has already been started.
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