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Economic Feasibility of the Search for Higher Speed

—Analysis of Demand and Supply Structure for Higher Speed—

Fumio TAKEDA*

The needs for higher speed transportation will persist in future and substantial new
demand will be generated by speed improvement as value of time continues to
increase. Effective demand may not be enough, however, due to cost increase and
other factors. It will be wise to concentrate more on softer technology of reducing
door-to-door time and innovations not requiring large demand. Speed improvement
should also be aimed at exceeding some meaningful threshold values of travel time.
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