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Driving Aptitude Reconsidered

Yasuhiro NAGATSUKA*

On the basis of general concept of aptitude, driving aptitude was defined as one’s
potentiality for making safe driving on the road, which may be usually predicted by
a measurable and present abilities. For further considerations on the concept, be-
havioral characteristics and driving strategies of safe (non-accident) drivers were
described, gained from many surveys including recent ones carried out by the present
writer on professional drivers. These were, e.g., (1) precise perception of traffic
environment, (2) self-control over speeding, (3) having self-consciousness of being a
professional driver and (4) positive regards for other roadusers. It was noticed that
driving aptitude should be considered not in static but in dynamic context. It must be
remembered that drivers have possibility of modifying their aptitude for safe driving,
in other words, they could increase their driving performance with additional suitable
training and treatment. The well-known concept of “accident proneness” might well
be reconsidered from social point of view. One should make efforts not so much only
to single out unsuitable drivers as to identify weak points in the traffic system and to
provide assistance for those who have suffered the consequences.
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