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Economic and Social Problems Resulting

from New Energy Resources
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When considering the problems that will be caused when the number of automobles
in the world reaches the one billion mark sometime this century, we examine the
possibilities in introducing the fuel alternatives to oil. This paper incorporates policies
covering energy resources and environmental pollution from both economic and social
viewpoints. In particular, we consider the role which methanol should play is the fuel
policies of developing countries now facing the age of the automobile. Also, from an
environmental standpoint here in Japan, the possibilities of introducing a methanol
fueled vehicle for use until electric and hydrogen fueled vehicles become widespread

is discussed.
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