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Looking for Solutions to Environmental Problems
——The Limits of Technical Approach
Osamu HIRAO*

The conflict in human terms between technology and safety of life or pollution of
environment is portrayed fittingly by the problems originating due to automobile-
human interface. The automobiles of today are filled with performance features
employing the masterful use of the latest in technology ; the inexpensive manufacture
of which has met the demands of society. However, this has resulted in the present
crisis in regard to the increasingly frequent occurrence in automobile-related acci-
dents, noise and exhaust pollution problems. Progress in the development of safety
design technology and pollution-free technology designed to do away with these
negative factors has triggered the explosive increase in automobile use and ironically
resulted rather increased frequent accident and higher pollution. The gradual
improvement of systems orders us to grope toward convincing technology for the
optimization of systems with a human face.
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