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Yamanote Linear-Polis 2050
—~Proposal for Effective Utilization of the Valuable Room Left
Above and Under Yamanote Metropolitan Railway—
Shigeo NUMAJIRI*

“Yamanote Metropolitan Railway” is located in the heart of the Tokyo Metropolitan

Region (of which the population is about 25% of the nation) as well as in Tokyo,a
major center of international interchange.The Railway has left the valuable room
above and under its line, which is a treasure to both Japanese Railways, its owner, and
the nation. The Railway is very simple,considerably convenient and one of the most
unique railways in the world. Because its trains circulate in a loop line which runs in
main areas of the Metropolis. Today the Railway is connected with other important
transportation systems and, therefore,indispensable to Tokyo’s urban life and activ-
ities as rational means of communication.The Tokyo Metropolitan Government
considers the Railway’s role important in its urban planning.

This plan is to reform the Railway into a multiple-purpose transportation facility
making the best use of its actual functions,in order to adapt it to the Metropolis’s use
even in the middle of the 2lst century. This plan’s principle is to respect humanity first
of all,to prevent both disasters and environmental disruption,and to aim to make a
fundamental , strategic infrastructure encouraging desired urban development.
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