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The Roles of Road Pricing and its Applicability

Katsutoshi OHTA*

Road pricing is a measure of road traffic management through directly charging
prices to road users. It is based on a new principle of road use, i.e., free choice
according to the willingness to pay, and so it means the introduction of market
mechanism for the right to use road space. Although the theoretical advantages are
well known, its applications have been limited partly because of its technical prob-
lems. With the innovations in information technology, its technical applicability is
improved. So, road pricing should be considered as a viable option to the urban traffic
problems like congestion and air pollution.
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