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Discussing Physical Distribution Policy

Kiyoshi OKADA* Mikihiko TSUZUKI**
Takemochi ISHII*** Toshiaki NOJIRI****

Physical distribution in Japan, mainly with automobiles, has greatly progressed in
accordance with the internationalization of the economy and the change of Japanese
life style. Because of the development of Information Technology increasing needs for
a variety of services such as parcel services as well as “Just-in-time” Couriers have
also been witnessed. On the other hand, the physical distribution industry is facing
new problems such as working conditions of drivers, environmental problems of truck
transportation and deregulation related to surface transportation business. Prospect-
ing “Tomorrow’s physical transportation,” the corresponding measures for various
problems with physical distribution industry are discussed here from the point of view

of the improvement of Transportation Technology as well as Economics.
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