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Way of Thinkig Based on the Road Traffic Acts

of Europe and the United States
Seimi TOMINAGA*

It is impossible to fully understand the traffic conditions of a certain country
simply by looking at the Road Traffic Act of that country. There is no denying,
however, that such a Road Traffic Act reflects the social trends of that country
with regard to traffic. There can be a substantial difference in the characteris-
tics of the law depending on whether the Road Traffic Act should be enforced
mainly for the purpose of traffic control by imposing penalties or whether traf-
fic regulations for the public are to be established almost spontaneously.

In dealing with the Road Traffic Acts in some of the major countries of the
world, particularly in the United Kingdom and the United States, a philosophical
approach of not having “priority concept” was taken up. The basic thinking with
regard to traffic can be found by checking which approach is taken, the estab-
lishment of regulations based on priority, or working out regulations that encour-
age the right of way.

What was taken up next was the means suitable for consideration in Japan of
improving traffic, particularly in connection with the legal provisions of the
Road Traffic Act. Being aware that one should abide by the traffic regulations
is nothing else but abiding by the law itself, and is a reflection of public atti-
tude toward traffic and of people’s daily lifestyles.
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