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Chinese Road Situation and Construction Plans

Shintaro OKAZAKI*

Thanks to the successful economic structural revolution since 1978, China has
achieved an annual economic growth rate of nearly 109 over the past few years.
However, the country is experiencing difficulties in dealing with this situation because
of the extreme lack of road stock. For this reasons, the Chinese Government has said
that it will continue to take great interest in road construction in the future. During
the period of the 7th Five-Year Plan (1988 to 1990) in particular, the Government will
promote transportation restructing projects placing emphasis on bearing the burden of
developing coal transportation, harbor-related facilities and short-distance railroad
transportation. One of the features of this Five-Year Plan is the construction of
highways for the first time, and the construction of seven routes has already started.
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The spread of durable goods in China, and Engel’s coefficient

(1985, 1001t #54 4) )
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Major technical index for each road class
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Routes planned for new roads
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Outlook for the number of vehicles owned
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