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The Opening of the Seto Bridges
Takeshi YAMANE* Akira TSUJIMURA**
Manabu NAKAGAWA*** Masahiro SUGIYAMA****

Scheduled to open soon as the first project to build a new bridge between Honshu
and Shikoku, the Seto Bridge will not only serve as the first regular road and railway
bridge to connect Honshu and Shikoku, but will also have a far-reaching impact on
the local society, economy and culture. With the bridge being considered as one of the
expressway network projects of the Yonzenso (the Fourth Comprehensive National
Development Project), macroengineering technology and the impact on daily life of
this all-weather sea-crossing traffic facility were reviewed, while the development
of new demands in Shikoku through the creation of a regional culture was
proposed. In addtion, a discussion was made from many different angles on the
Honshu-Shikoku Bridge Authority’s toll system which is subject to various restric-
tions, as well as on the effects of the development of the three-route projects costing

three trillion yen.
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