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Monumentalism of Long Span Bridge

Yoichi KUBOTA*

Requirement to value environmental congruity beyond functionalism has become
envisaged in the current process of bridge design. Long span bridge is especially
monumental and symbolic itself, exerting profound influence upon its surroundings.
This treatise offers a historical overview on the descent of monumental bridge
designed in the Western world with contrivance in structural forms and details in
consideration of environmental context where bridge is located, and discusses the
design intention and semiosis of long span bridge.
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Angel’s Bridge (Aelius Bridge) embellished by Bernini in 1668, Rome (Engraving by Piranesi)
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Alexander Il Bridge, Paris
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Schross Bridge, Berlin
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