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The Future of Shikoku

—A Study Concerning the Problems Created
by the Construction of the Seto Bridges—

Takashi ISHIMARU*

This study is based not on academic research but on the practical experiences of the
author.

The Seto Bridges will carry both a highway and a railway across the area, from
Honshu to Shikoku, meaning that the island of Shikoku will no longer be isolated.
Considering the present economic situation from various aspects, including industrial
structure, transportation, information and internationalization, Shikoku is ranked
comparatively low in Japan.

As a result, my conclusion is that efforts aiming at the creation of the “Shikoku of
tomorrow” by the local residents should be the most important theme of this study,
while at the same time researching into how Shikoku’s industrial structure can be

stimulated and what role the island should play on a nationwide scale.
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The economic effects of bridge construction
on Shikoku
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