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The Impact of a Big Project on the National Economy
Yukihide OKANO*

The Seto Bridge between Honshu and Shikoku is a big national project costing
more than one trillion yen. The impact of a big project such as this extends over a
wide area and may change the industrial structure. The Seto Bridge will also have
such an impact. Furthermore, the bridge itself will become an object of sightseeing.
This paper discuss the probable changes on the economy and society of the region in
question that will be brought about by the completion of this bridge. The view is
presented that the object of big projects involving public investment is not to generate
effective domestic demand but to strengthen the infrastructure of social overhead

capital.
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